FOURTH   SERIES. 


n6.  rv. 


ADDli'feSS 


PROTESTANTS    OF    THE    EMPIRE, 


COMMITTEE  OF  THE  NATION  A.L  CLUB. 


IS  THE  CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM  TO 
CONTINUE  CHRISTIAN  AND  PROTESTANT? 

The  Committee  of  the  National  Club  would  not  have 
intruded  upon  the  attention  of  those  who  concur  with 
them  in  opinion,  respecting  the  great  religious  questions 
which  agitate  this  country,  any  notice  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary Representation  Bill  proposed  to  the  House  of 
Commons  by  the  Prime  Minister,  had  that  measure  not 
involved  a  surrender  of  principles  against  which  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  National  Club  binds  them  to  protest. 

The  proposed  measure  contemplates,  not  only  an  altera^ 
tion  of  the  qualification  and  franchise  of  Parliamentary 
electors,  and  changes  in  the  present  constituencies,  but 
also,  alterations  of  the  conditions,  upon  which,  candidates, 
when  elected,  are  to  be  admitted  to  seats  in  the  House  of 


Commons.     It  is  to  this  last  point  that  the  Committee 
of  the  National  Club  feel  bound  to  call  your  attention. 

It  would  appear,  in  short,  to  be  the  intention  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  use  this  Bill  as  the  means  of  gratifying  those 
sections  of  the  assailants  of  the  present  Constitution  of 
this  country,  who  seek  to  compass  the  destruction  of  *'  the 
Protestant  Religion  or  Protestant  Government  in  the 
United  Kingdom/^  and  of  the  Christian  character 
of  Parliament.  For  they  have  introduced  into  the 
printed  form  of  the  Bill  a  frame  of  clauses  intended 
to  be  incorporated  with  the  measure  while  in  Committee, 
by  which,  the  oaths  hitherto  required  of  persons  before 
their  admission  to  seats  in  the  House  of  Commons,  bind- 
ing them  **to  the  utmost  of  their  power  to  defend  the 
settlement  of  property  within  this  realm,  as  established 
by  the  laws,'' — "  disclaiming,  disavowing,  and  solemnly 
abjuring  any  intention  to  subvert  the  present  Church 
Establishment,  as  settled  by  law  within  this  realm,'' — and 
"  solemnly  swearing  never  to  exercise  any  privilege  to  which 
they  may  become  entitled,  to  disturb  or  weaken  the  Pro- 
testant religion,  or  Protestant  Government  in  the  United 
Kingdom," — are  to  be  abandoned  ;  *  and  the  profession  of 
Christianity  by  oath,  as  hitherto  required  from  candidates 
for  admission  to  seats  in  Parliament,  is  to  be  wholly  abro- 
gated and  cancelled. 

It  is  at  the  same  time,  nevertheless,  intended,  that  the 
use  of  oaths,  affirmative  of  their  identity  and  qualifica- 
tion, shall  still  be  required  from  Parliamentary  electors; 
and  that  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  Her  present  Majesty, 
and  her  lawful  successors,  abjuring  the  usurpation  by  the 
Pope  of  Rome  or  by  any  foreign  prince,  prelate,  person, 
state,  or  potentate,  of  any  temporal  or  civil  {but  no  longer, 

*  N.B.— Vide  10  Geo.  IV.,  c.  7. 


be  it  remarked,  of  any  ecclesiastical  or  spiritual^)  jurisdic- 
tion, power,  superiority,  or  pre-enninence,  within  this 
realm,  shall  be  retained  and  required  from  all  Members 
of  Parliament. 

It  hence  appears,  that  although  the  present  Govern- 
ment deem  essential,  and  propose  to  retain,  oaths  which 
secure  the  identity  and  qualification  of  Parliamentary 
electors,  allegiance  to  the  Sovereign,  and  the  abjuration 
of  the  exercise  of,  and  obedience  to,  the  temporal,  or 
civil  authority,  or  power  of  the  Pope  of  Rome,  or  of  any 
Potentate  within  these  realms, —  they  are,  nevertheless, 
prepared  to  deprive  the  settlement  of  property,  the 
Protestant  religion,  the  United  Church  of  England  and 
Ireland,  and  the  Protestant  Government  as  bv  law  estab- 
lisbed  within  these  realms,  of  the  security  afi'orded  by  the 
oaths  hitherto  required  from  those  who  seek  to  occupy 
seats  in  Parliament. 

The  legitimate  inference  from  this  proposal  of  the 
present  Administration  is,  that  they  deem  the  preservation 
of  the  settlement  of  property, — the  Protestant  religion  and 
Protestant  Government, — the  United  Church  of  England 
and  Ireland, — and  the  Christian  character  of  the  House  of 
Commons, — of  so  much  less  importance  than  the  identit}^ 
and  qualification  of  Parliamentary  electors,  that  they  will 
not  put  the  future  Members  of  the  House  of  Commons  to 
the  trouble  of  giving  those  guarantees  upon  oath,  for  their 
conduct  with  respect  to  the  above  great  and  sacred 
interests,  and  of  their  Christian  profession,  which  have 
hitherto  been  deemed  essential:  otherwise,  the  inference 
must  be,  that  the  present  Government  believe  that  the 
exaction  of  oaths  affords  no  real  security. 

But  this  inference  their  retention  of  the  Oath  of  Allegi- 
ance and  of  Abjuration  of  the  right  of  the  Pope  or  other 
•  N.B.— Vide  «  Bill  of  Rights,"  1  Will,  and  Mar.,  sess.  2,  c.  2. 


foreign  Potentate  to  exercise  any  temporal  or  civil  jurisdic- 
tion or  power  within  these  realms,  disproves. 
,  '^he  former  inference,  therefore,  is  inevitable ;  viz.,  that 
for  the  sake  of  conciliating  the  support  of  the  above- 
mentioned  dangerous  sections  of  the  community,  the 
present  Government  are  prepared  to  expose  to  their 
unrestrained  attacks,  the  settlement  of  property, — the 
Protestant  religion, — the  Protestant  Government, — and  the 
United  Church  of  England  and  Ireland,  as  by  law  estab- 
lished within  these  realms;  and  to  abrogate  the  only 
remaining  guarantee  for  the  Christian  character  of  the 
House  of  Commons. 

The  Committee  of  the  National  Club  believe,  that  youj 
ijjij,. common  with  themselves,  are  actuated  by  heartfelt 
loyalty  to  the  Throne,  but  that  you  hold,  that  these  great 
and.  sacred  interests  thus  threatened  with  exposure  to  the 
unrestrained  attacks  of  these  assailants,  aj^e  second  to  none 
in  importance. 

The  Committee  would,  therefore,  respectfully  suggest 
your  adopting,  without  loss  of  time,  any  means  at  your 
disposal,  to  defeat,  if  possible,  the  contemplated  surrender 
of  the  securities  hitherto  afforded  by  the  oaths  required 
from  Members  of  the  Legislature  for  the  purpose  of  ascejv 
taining  their  profession  of  Christianity,  and  their  intention 
not  to  misuse  the  powers  entrusted  to  them,  to  the  pre- 
judice, of  rthQse  all-importajit  and  sacred  interests — 
interests  which  are  identified  with  the  very  basis  of  the 
Constitution  of  this  Christian  monarchy. 

BY  THE  COMMITTEE, 

W.  H.  BELLAMY,  Secretary/. 
Feb.  17,  1852. 
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.    Madntosji,  Printer,  Great  New^street,  liondon. 


